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crossed the river Bister before daybreak. This battle, which
was known as Lutzen, was keenly contested. The troops
recently arrived from France fought with the utmost valour,
the marine regiments being especially distinguished. The
enemy were beaten at all points, and withdrew towards the
Elbe; but the French, having scarcely any cavalry, could
take but few prisoners, so that their victory was incomplete.
Nevertheless, it produced a great moral effect all over Europe
and especially in France, as showing that our troops had pre-
served all their superiority, and that nothing but the frosts
-of Russia had vanquished them in 1812.

The Emperor Alexander and the King of Prussia, who,
after having witnessed the defeat of their armies at Lutzen,
had gone to Dresden, were obliged to leave it on Napoleon's
approach. On the 8th he took possession of that town, where
he was soon joined by his ally the King of Saxony. After
a short stay at Dresden the French crossed the Elbe and pur-
sued the allies, coming up with their rear-guard and beating
it at Bischofswerda.

The Emperor Alexander, being dissatisfied with Wittgen-
stein, had himself taken command of the allied forces; but,
being in his turn defeated by Napoleon in the action at
Burtkau, he probably perceived that he was unequal to
direct the troops, for he soon ceased to lead them. The allies
halted and intrenched themselves at Bautzen, but the
Emperor caused Ney to turn their position, and on May 21
gained a, victory which was again rendered incomplete for
want of cavalry. Still the enemy had 18,000 men disabled,
and fled in great disorder.

On the 22nd the French came up with the Russian
rear-guard in front of the defile of Reichenbach. Napoleon's
small force of cavalry was commanded by General Latour-
Maubourg, who led it with such energy that the enemy were
driven in and abandoned the field after heavy loss. That of
the French, though not very numerous, was of a kind to be
much felt. General .Bruyeres, an excellent cavalry officer,
had both his legs shot off, and died of the wound. But the
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